Letter from Oregon Small Business Owner

****Place on business letterhead if available****

************TO BE CUSTOMIZED BY AUTHOR********TO BE CUSTOMIZED BY AUTHOR*********

Date
Mary Baker

Oregon Business Development Department

PO Box 866

Klamath Falls OR  97601

RE: Proposed 2011 Community Development Block Grant Method of Distribution

Dear Ms. Baker:

I am writing to urge the Oregon Business Development Department not to cut the Microenterprise Assistance Program.

· I am the (founder/owner/employee) of  ________ business in ______, Oregon.  My company employs ___ individuals and our main product line is _____________________________.

· I live in ______, Oregon and I received services from _____________ (nonprofit or SBDC) in (mid- 2008, July 2009, be specific).  My family’s household is considered Low- to Moderate Income (LMI).  

· These are the services that I received:  _________________________________________(business training, etc.).  

· These services had a positive impact on my business in these ways:  ___________________________________________ (helped us increase our sales, helped us write our business plan and locate financing, helped us improve our business management skills, etc.)

· Please reconsider eliminating the Microenterprise Assistance Program.  As a small business owner, I am working to grow my business and create jobs.  This is the wrong time to cut programs that are designed to help Oregon’s small businesses.
· Please consider ways in which OBDD can creatively help organizations like the one serving me.  Please provide training to them, and provide clear instructions to them regarding how to best provide services to businesses like mine, while complying with program regulations.   

· The best way to measure the value of a program like this is whether businesses like mine are successful, and that the program is reaching underserved and rural populations.  Please consider ways in which you can more efficiently administer this program, and avoid eliminating this valuable program. 
· If you have any questions about this letter, please contact me at:  ___________ (phone), __________ (e-mail) and ________ (mailing address).

Sincerely,

___________, Oregon Small Business Owner
